Acute autoimmune myocarditis and hepatitis due to ipilimumab monotherapy for malignant melanoma.
An important agent in melanoma therapy, ipilimumab is associated with autoimmune toxicity. Two cases of autoimmune pericarditis and large pericardial effusion have been documented with its use. Reports of myocardial toxicity have surfaced with this agent, mainly when used in combination with PD1 blockade. We present herein a case of autoimmune myocarditis leading to biventricular failure after four doses of IV ipilimumab 3 mg/kg as a single agent. Furthermore, this toxic effect may be anticipated with PD1 inhibitors. Increased clinical suspicion, prompt diagnosis, and steroid therapy are crucial to ensure a favorable clinical outcome.